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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Bergrivier Municipality has been selected as one of 40 Municipalities in South Africa (of 

which nine (9) is in the Western Cape) to report to the United Nations on the implementation 

of some of the Sustainable Development Goals through a VLR (Voluntary Local Review) 

process. 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 2015 followed on the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGôs) and is a global commitment  by all United Nations (UN) 

Member States (including SA).  The commitment on the SDGs was signed in 2015 and is 

focused on peace and prosperity for all.  Agenda 2035 consist of 17 specific Sustainable 

Development Goals comprising 169 targets.  The core principles  of the SDGs include: 

¶ Universality; 

¶ Leaving no one behind; 

¶ Interconnectedness; 

¶ Inclusiveness; 

¶ Multi Stakeholder Partnerships; and 

¶ Include 5 Pôs namely Planet, People, Partnerships, Peace and Prosperity. 

In 2023 all feedback reports on the implementation of the SDGs in all member states 

indicated that the globe as a whole is far off-track on the set targets and the UN started 

focusing on Local Governments around the globe to implement VLRôs to provide a spark in 

reaching the set targets. 

On the African Continent the African Union aligned with the Global UN SDGôs by adopting 

Agenda 2063  with 5 ten-year implementation plans and 15 flagship projects. 
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The South African Local Government Association in South Africa (SALGA) are assisting 

Municipalities, from the National and Provincial Offices, on the implementation of the VLRôs. 

The Municipal Manager of Bergrivier Municipality was invited to attend the SDG Training 

and Peer Learning workshop on SDG Localization, Voluntary Local Reviews and 

Infrastructure Asset Management for national and local government officials in South Africa 

from 21 ï 24 October 2025 in Johannesburg.  The project is funded by the Italian 

Government through the UN. 

The purpose of the VLR is to bridge the gap between global commitments and local actions.  

It empowers local governments to take ownership of the SDGôs and tailor them to their 

specific contexts, needs and priorities. 

The expectation of the UN as well as National and Provincial SALGA is that Bergrivier 

Municipality will implement a process to work with stakeholders (internally and externally) to 

produce a first baseline report by the end of May 2026. The report will be approved by 

Council after recommendation by Mayco (May 2026) and the draft report (approved in 

principle at the end of March 2026) will be advertised for public comments (during April 2026) 

and all inputs received integrated in the report as far as possible.  There are no specific 

prescribed format or other prescriptions, and each Municipality can decide how they report 

and on which of the SDG (except reporting on SDG 11 (Sustainable cities) are compulsory).   

The Bergrivier Municipal Council approved on 9 December 2025 that Bergrivier Municipality 

will report on 4 SDGôs that is very important to Bergrivier Municipality and in line with our 

vision and values, namely: 

SDG 1 (No Poverty); 

SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation); 

SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities); and 

SDG 16 (Strong Institutions). 
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Photo above: The Council and senior staff members of Bergrivier Municipality each chose the SDG that they 

most align with and showed their commitment towards the implementation of the Voluntary Local Review 

after the Council Meeting held on 9 December 2025 

Bergrivier Municipality acknowledges that these four SDGôs were chosen for the first 

baseline report and that other SDGôs that are just as important to the communities in 

Bergrivier Municipality could be added in future.  The two further SDGôs that is coming to the 

front in Bergrivier Municipality is SDG 2 (zero hunger) and SDG 17 (partnerships for the 

goal). 

The process  that Bergrivier Municipality will follow, is: 

Learning from other Western Cape Municipalities that started in 2024 (Mossel Bay and City 

of Cape Town) as well as other Municipalities in SA that presented at the SDG Conference 

in October 2025 in Sandton, Johannesburg (attended by the MM of Bergrivier Municipality), 

it was clear that we should follow the following guidelines: 
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¶ Mainstream the process by using existing institutional frameworks like Performance 

Reporting through IGNITE, reporting in the IDP and in the Annual Report (two-pager 

baseline in Annual Report March 2026); 

¶ Awareness to all staff, councillors and public ï in Bergrivier Municipality we have 

been working with the SDGôs since 2016 in our Stedeband with Heist-op-den-Berg 

and our joint project of applying and implementing EU funding, so we have started on 

the awareness, but should increase it and sharpen the awareness through 

mainstreaming it through our normal staff roadshow, public participation processes 

and branding efforts.  To achieve this the MM will include awareness of the SDGs in 

the Staff Roadshow planned for January 2026. 

¶ The VLR is not as much about the product but about the process of getting there and 

the discussions with stakeholders (see the section under paragraph 12 below where 

the public participation process is discussed); 

¶  Matzikama Municipality is also part of Phase two (2025 ï 2026 and beyond) and we 

are expected to inform the District Municipality and other local Municipalities in the 

West Coast District Municipality (WCDM) through the District Coordinating Forum 

Technical Meeting (District Coordinating Forum Technical Team (DCFTech).  This 

was done during February 2026; 

¶ No additional budget is provided; everything we do must be mainstreamed and 

integrated in our normal processes; 

¶ During the Conference the MM designed proposed process plans that will be used 

as a baseline; 

¶ The implementation will be championed by the MM and her Office and mainstreamed 

as a standing item on Formal Directorôs Meeting once a month to include all Directors 

This was implemented from December 2025. 

¶ The Council approved on 9 December 2025 that the Municipality reports in the first 

year on the following SDGs: 

o SDG 1: No poverty ï use the reporting on indigent households 

o SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation ï water quality data and reporting; water 

losses data and reporting; and capital infrastructure projects in water services 

o SDG 11: Sustainable Cities - compulsory to report on all targets 
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o SDG 16: Strong Institutions ï Ethical Leadership initiatives; Employment 

Equity and Gender Equity 

o Use data verified and audited in Annual Report and Performance System 

¶ In year 2 and further (2027 ï 2030) the Municipality could expand on the baseline 

report and could include more SDGôs and more targets per SDG; 

¶ Include SDGs in social media communications, on citizenôs app, etc. 

¶ From year 2 the process plan could be included in the official process plan and 

calendar of the Municipality. 

The process above was approved by the full Council of Bergrivier Municipality on 9 

December 2025. 
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2. 9·9/¦¢L±9 a!¸hwΩ{ Chw9²hw5 

 
It is with great pride and humility that I present the Bergrivier 

Municipality Voluntary Local Review (First Baseline Report) in May 

2026 and submit it for approval to the full Council of Bergrivier 

Municipality on recommendation of the Executive Mayoral 

Committee and with the blessing and support of the staff of Bergrivier 

Municipality.   This report captures the strides we have made in 

implementing the Sustainable Development Goals as agreed upon by 

South Africa as a member state of the United Nations in 2015 with the 

goal to reach success on these goals towards 2035.  These goals align 

with the commitment of Bergrivier Municipality in service delivery, 

promoting good governance, and strengthening the social and 

economic fabric of our communities. 

 

The 2024/2025 year has once again tested our resilience as a municipality, yet it has also showcased 

the strength of collaboration between Council, Administration, and our community. This year has 

ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΥ ά.ŜǊƎǊƛǾƛŜǊΥ ! 

ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƻǳǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΣ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛƎƴƛŦƛŜŘ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΦέ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ 

ongoing economic pressures, rising service demands, financial constraints and the continued socio-

economic pressures faced by our communities, Bergrivier Municipality has remained steadfast in 

delivering on its mandate to serve the people of Bergrivier with integrity and accountability. 

 

A stable political landscape, ten (10) consecutive clean audits, strategic and accountable 

management is instrumental in ensuring effective governance, enhancing public trust, and enabling 

the municipality to continue delivering on its strategic objectives. 

 

Alignment with the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) 

Bergrivier Municipality remains firmly committed to 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

trajectory by aligning our programmes and projects 

with the United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goals since 2013. Together with our European Twin 

City partner Heist-op-den-Berg Gemeente in Belgium, 

we have been implementing the SDGs since 2013.  

Our work in water and sanitation infrastructure 

supports SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation), while 
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the upgrading of stormwater systems strengthens SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities) 

and SDG 13 (Climate Action). 

Investments in education through bursaries contribute directly to SDG 4 (Quality Education), and 

the creation of employment opportunities aligns with SDG 1 (No Poverty), SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) and 

SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth). 

Our housing handovers advance SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities) by improving living conditions and 

promoting equitable development. Through these collective efforts, we continue to position 

Bergrivier as a municipality that builds sustainably, plans responsibly, and prioritises the well-being 

of all residents. 

 

These achievements are the result of dedicated teamwork, responsible financial stewardship, and 

strong collaboration between the Council, Municipal Administration, Provincial and National 

partners, andτimportantlyτthe Community of Bergrivier who continuously engage constructively 

in our development journey.  This VLR was also advertised for public comment so that our 

communities could also contribute to the realisation of the SDGs in out towns. 

 

As we move forward, we remain committed to continue strengthening service delivery, promoting 

transparency, and building a municipality defined by sustainability, opportunity, and community 

pride. Together, we will continue to shape a future in which the community of Bergrivier can 

continue to thrive. 

 

To our dedicated municipal staff, led by our Municipal Manager and Directors, who have worked 

tirelessly to implement our strategic mandate, governance framework, and policy; on behalf of the 

Council of Bergrivier Municipality, I extend our heartfelt appreciation. Your hard work and 

dedication continue to strengthen the foundation on which a better Bergrivier is built. 

 

 

 

 

Yours in Service Delivery, 

Alderman Ray van Rooy 

Executive Mayor 

Bergrivier Municipality 

 

άL Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ IƛƳ ǿƘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎ ƳŜΦέ                                                      tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ пΥмо 
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3. a¦bL/Lt![ a!b!D9wΩ{ Chw9²hw5 

 

Bergrivier Municipality is an institution where we truly live our vision of 

ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ άProsperous community where all want to live, work, learn 

and play in a dignified mannerέΦ  ²Ŝ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ 

by delivering excellent services, which we do in a sustainable manner.  

 Bergrivier Municipality is a Category B Municipality in terms of Section 

155 of the Constitution of South Africa (1996) and performs all the 

executive, legislative and administrative powers and functions assigned 

to it in terms of Section 156 of the Constitution read with Chapter 3 of 

the Local Government: Municipal Systems Act, 2000 (Act 32 of 2000) 

(Systems Act).  At Bergrivier Municipality we strongly uphold the 

definition of a Municipality as contained in the Systems Act, which 

states that a municipality consists of three partners namely the elected council, the professional 

administration and the public.  In Bergrivier Municipality we believe that it is three equal partners.  

It is when these three partners work seamlessly together, where we see the magic happen!   

The magic was significant in implementing the SDGs, where all role players worked seamlessly 

together towards a prosperous community.  Even in very challenging times. 

Our international relations with the Belgium Federal Government and Heist-op-den-Berg 

Municipality assisted Bergrivier Municipality in knowledge sharing, skills transfers, and the 

procurement of much needed funding.  Bergrivier Municipality is privileged to be selected as one of 

only three Municipalities in South Africa to receive funding from the Belgium Federal Government 

from 2017 - нлно ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜΥ ά¢ǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅέΦ  Through 

this journey we were taught much abouǘ {5DΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 

and experience to learn further as participants in the VLR process.  We are looking forward to the 

journey and to be able to contribute towards making our Municipal Area, our Province, our Country, 

our Continent and our world a much better place for all to thrive in a sustainable manner! 

The Administrative Team within Bergrivier Municipality consists of the Municipal Manager, Adv 

Hanlie Linde, the PA in the Office of the MM, Mrs Jessica Rossouw, the Strategic Officer and 

Facilitator of the Youth Exchange Programme with Heist, Mrs Filicia Erasmus.  The Councillor 

involved is the Standing Committee Chairperson for this function, Alderman Jakobus Daniels. 

 

 

ADV. HANLIE LINDE 

MUNICIPAL MANAGER 
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4. STRATEGIC INTENT AND VALUES OF BERGRIVIER 

MUNICIPALITY 

 

VISION AND MISSION 

STATEMENT 
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Mission 

THE BERGRIVIER MUNICIPALITY HAS COMMITTED ITSELF TO THE FOLLOWING 

VISION AND MISSION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

άA prosperous community where all want to live, work, learn and play 

in a dignified manner.έ 

Vision 

Commitment to sustainable development and the delivery of services that 

are responsive to the developmental needs of all communities in 

Bergrivier Municipality. 
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IN ALL OUR WORK AND ENGAGEMENTS WITH THE COMMUNITY AND OTHER STAKEHOLDERS, 

WE SUBSCRIBE TO THE FOLLOWING VALUES: 
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5. STRATEGIC GOALS AND ALIGNMENT WITH SDGs 

The strategic goals ό{DΩǎύ within a Municipality ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 

strategic goals of Bergrivier Municipality as depicted in the diagram below illustrate the expansion 

of the vision statement and create structure around how the Municipality will achieve its strategic 

goals. The 4 SDGs identified by the Municipality for reporting in this VLR aligns with the strategic 

goals of the Municipality and was tested in public participation during April 2026 by presenting all 

17 SDGs to the public in town-based public participation meetings (11) and inviting written 

comments on the 4 SDGs chosen by the Municipality.  The staff reports on the implementation of 

the Strategic Goals through performance evaluation and by means of the IGNITE system.  Each of 

the 4 SDGs that Bergrivier Municipality will be reporting on, has been linked to a SG on the Ignite 

tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YtLΩǎ όYŜȅ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ LƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎύ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

Top-Level Service Delivery Budget Implementation Plan (TL SDBIP). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1:  Strategic Goals 
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6. BERGRIVIER MUNICIPAL PROFILE 

¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5DΩǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀŎǳǳƳΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

context, therefor it is very important to understand the situational analysis of the Municipal Area 

and the challenges faced in the communities which comprise Bergrivier Municipality.   

 Source: Western Cape, SocialςEconomic Profile 2024 
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State of Bergrivier Municipality 

Bergrivier Local Municipality is situated in the West Coast District of the Western Cape Province.  

The Municipality is bordered to the North by Cederberg Municipality, to the West by Saldanha Bay 

Municipality, to the South by Swartland Municipality and to the East by Drakenstein and Witzenberg 

Municipalities.  The Municipality covers a geographic area of approximately 4 408 km² and is 

geographically diverse.  It includes 9 urban settlements, approximately 40 kilometres of coastline 

and a vast rural area.  The main urban settlements that constitute the Municipality are: Piketberg 

which is the administrative seat, Porterville, Velddrif (which includes Port Owen, Laaiplek and 

Noordhoek), Dwarskersbos, Eendekuil, Aurora, Redelinghuys, Goedverwacht and Wittewater.  The 

latter two towns are Moravian settlements on private land.  The following figure depicts the 

Bergrivier Municipal Area as well as the position of Bergrivier Municipality in relation to the Western 

Cape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Locality of Bergrivier Municipality in Relation to Provincial Boundaries 
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7. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL 1: NO POVERTY 

 

7.1 Goal Description 

Eradicating extreme poverty for all people everywhere by 2030 is a pivotal aim of the Sustainable 
Development Goals. Extreme poverty, defined as surviving on less than US$3.00 per person per day 
at 2021 purchasing power parity, has witnessed remarkable declines over recent decades. 

However, in 2025, 808 million people ς or 1 in 10 people worldwide ς were living in extreme poverty, 
an upward revision from earlier estimates because of the updated poverty line.  If current trends 
continue, 8.9 per cent ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ōȅ нлолΦ 

A shocking revelation is the resurgence of hunger levels to those last observed in 2005. Equally 
concerning is the persistent increase in food prices across a larger number of countries compared 

to the period from 2015 to 2019. This dual challenge of poverty and food security poses a critical 
global concern. 

7.2 Current realities in Bergrivier Municipality with regards to SDG 1 

High poverty levels impact on the well-being of the community and the sustainability of the 

Municipality as it reduces the ability of people to pay for services and increases dependency on 

indigent grants which the Municipality finances from its equitable share. 

7.2.1 Gross Domestic Product (GDPR) Per Capita 

In 2023, the per capita GDPR in the Bergrivier region was recorded at R90 634, with the District 

average resting at R88 566.Although real GDPR per capita serves as an indicator of changes in the 

overall well-being of the populace, it is imperative to recognize that not everyone in the economy 

will earn an identical income, as suggested by the measure of real GDPR per capita. 
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However, despite the general desirability of a high GDPR per capita, it is crucial to scrutinize its 

distribution and the welfare of all sectors of the population. The mitigation of income disparities, 

the promotion of inclusive growth, and the addressing of sustainability concerns emerge as pivotal 

tasks, especially in regions characterized by lower per capita GDPR, such as the Bergrivier Municipal 

Area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Western Cape, Socio-Economic Profile 2021, 2024 

Figure 2:  GDP per Capita 

7.2.2 Income Inequality 

South Africa contends with one of the highest levels of global inequality, as indicated by the widely 

utilised Gini index. This stark economic disparity is observable in the uneven distribution of income, 

discrepancies in access to opportunities, and regional economic variations. The National 

Development Plan (NDP) has set an ambitious objective of diminishing income inequality in South 

Africa, with the aim of reducing the Gini coefficient from 0.7 in 2010 to 0.6 by 2030. 

In the specific case of Bergrivier, its Gini coefficient experienced a consistent increase from 0.56 in 

2015 to 0.60 in 2021, likely exacerbated by the economic repercussions of the COVID-19 pandemic 

on employment and overall economic conditions. However, there was a notable decrease to 0.57 in 

2023. This decline in the Gini coefficient surpasses the NDP's goal of reducing income inequality 

within the Bergrivier area. The socio-economic implications of this improvement may encompass 

enhancements in social equity, greater economic stability, and improved overall well-being for the 

community. 
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Source: Western Cape, Socio-Economic Profile 2024 

Figure 3:  Income Inequality 

7.2.3 Poverty Line 

According to its definition, the Upper Bound Poverty Line (UBPL) is the percentage of the population 

living below a standard that ensures they cannot afford sufficient amounts of both food and non-

food items. In South Africa, an individual with an income of less R1 335 (in April 2021 prices) per 

person per month was categorized as living in poverty. In 2023, 66.1 per cent of the population in 

the Bergrivier region live in poverty. This represents the lowest proportion of people living in poverty 

at West Coast District area. Among the areas within the West Coast District (72.2 per cent), 

Swartland had the highest poverty rate (76.0 per cent). 

From a socio-economic perspective, the prevalence of a high poverty rate in the Bergrivier region 

signifies deep-seated challenges, potentially rooted in factors like limited economic opportunities, 

insufficient social support systems, or disparities in resource allocation. The socio-economic 

implications are profound, encompassing restricted access to education, healthcare, and basic 

necessities, perpetuating a cycle of disadvantage. Addressing these issues demands targeted policy 

interventions focused on bolstering economic prospects, redistributing resources equitably, and 

implementing comprehensive social welfare initiatives to uplift communities and break the cycle of 

poverty in the affected regions. 
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Source: Western Cape, Socio-Economic Profile Local Government 2024 

Figure 4:  Poverty Line 

7.3 Basic Service Delivery to the poorest of the poor 

The Constitution of South Africa guarantees every citizen the right to access adequate housing, with 

the state obligated to employ reasonable legislative and other measures, within available resources, 

to progressively realise this right. Access to housing encompasses essential services such as clean 

water, basic sanitation, safe energy sources, and waste removal, ensuring households maintain a 

decent standard of living.  

This analysis examines the extent to which this constitutional mandate has been achieved, drawing 

on MYPE data in conjunction with the latest information provided by Quantec Research in 2024. 

While the most recent official statistics stem from 2022 Census, more up to date estimates are 

provided from Quantec, which is what is shared here. Additionally, data pertaining to indigent 

households has been sourced from the Department of Local Government. 

7.3.1 Housing and Household Services 

In the Bergrivier area, of the 20 557 households, an impressive 92.5 per cent had access to formal 

ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƻŀǎǘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ уфΦм ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ 

incidence of informal dwellings in Bergrivier was notably lower, at just 6.9 per cent of the total 

households, compared to the ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ higher rate of 10.5 per cent. The high percentage of 

households in Bergrivier with access to formal housing (92.5 per cent) is a positive indicator of the 

region's economic development and infrastructure investment. Formal housing is often associated 

with higher property values, better access to services such as water, electricity, and sanitation, and 

greater long-term economic security for residents. 
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The Bergrivier area demonstrated significantly higher levels of access to essential services compared 

to formal housing, with indicators surpassing the broader West Coast District averages. Notably, 

99.7 per cent of households had access to piped water within the dwelling or yard, while 97.6 per 

cent had access to flush or chemical toilets. Furthermore, 98.6 per cent of households had electricity 

for lighting, and 91.3 per cent benefited from regular refuse removal by local authorities. All these 

service access levels were higher than the corresponding figures for the West Coast District as a 

whole. 

Municipalities provide a range of free basic services to households that are financially vulnerable 

and unable to afford essential services. While the number of households receiving free basic services 

in the Bergrivier municipal area has fluctuated between 2019 and 2023, the most recent data shows 

an increase in the number of households benefiting from these services. Given the current economic 

strain, it is anticipated that household incomes will face additional pressure, likely leading to an 

increase in demand for free basic services. This, in turn, may result in a rise in the number of indigent 

households requiring assistance. The fluctuation in the number of households receiving free basic 

services reflects broader socio-economic dynamics, such as changes in income levels, employment, 

and local economic conditions.  Bergrivier Municipality provided free basic services to 2650 indigent 

households (20,4% of total households of the Municipality) as of 31 December 2025.  
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Source: Western Cape, Socio-Economic Profile 2024 
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7.3.2 Wage Distribution 

Across the municipalities, the wage disparity based on formal employment is evident, with most 

individuals earning close to the basic minimum wage: those earning above the minimum wage 

(approximated as higher than R3 200) constitute 21.6 per cent of the population. On the other hand, 

those earning between R25 600 and R51 200 account for 9.0 per cent, highlighting districtwide 

income inequality and the limited disposable income available to afford basic services. 

The wage band data for the WCD in 2023 highlights trends in its key industries. The agriculture, 

forestry, and fishing sector, a major employer, has 58.8 per cent of its workforce in the R3 200 - R6 

400 band, reflecting its labour-intensive and lower-wage nature. Similarly, accommodation and food 

services, linked to tourism, saw 57.1 per cent of workers in the same band, emphasising its reliance 

on service-based jobs. 

In contrast, industries like manufacturing and mining and quarrying, vital to the ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ economy, 

show higher wage distributions. Manufacturing has 35.9 per cent in the R6 400 ς R12 800 band, 

while mining and quarrying has 48.5 per cent in the R12 800 ς R25 600 band, highlighting the 

demand for semi-skilled and skilled labour. These patterns in 2023 reveal a divide between labour-

intensive, lower-wage sectors and higher-paying, skilled industries. 

 

 

Figure 5:  Formal Employment 

by Town, 2024 

 

Figure 6:  Skill Level Contribution, 2024 



24 

VOLUNTARY LOCAL REVIEW   

 

 

Figure 7:  Wage Distribution per 

Municipal Area 2024 

 

Figure 8:  Main Sector for Employment 

 

 

Figure 9:  Unemployment Rates 

2019-2023 
 

Figure 10:  Net Employment per Sector 

2014-2020 
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7.4 ¢I9 YtLΩ{ [LbY95 ¢h {5D м !{ w9thw¢95 hb Cwha м W¦[¸ нлнр ¢h 

31 DECEMBER 2025 

 

TOP LAYER SERVICE DELIVERY AND BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION PLAN (TL SDBIP) 2025/26: PER STRATEGIC GOAL (SG) 

(SDG 1 LINKED TO STRATEGIC GOAL 1 ς 5 WHERE APPLICABLE ς HIGHLIGHTED IN YELLOW) 

 

There are 11 Top-Level YtLΩǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ {5D мΦ  Lƴ .ŜǊƎǊƛǾƛŜǊ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŜ ŜǊŀŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ 

is also a dignity issue and not only an economic issue.  We do not only measure poverty in rands and 

cents, but in the dignity of all people in Bergrivier Municipal Area.  Therefore, the Municipality 

includes many dignity items in our free basic services, for example free usage of municipal halls for 

registered indigent families, assistance with burials, house repairs and plumbing services for 

indigent families. 
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Source: Bergrivier Municipality TL SDBIP 2025/2026 

 

¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ YtLΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ-end (June 2026) and 

before end of September 2026 (the draft Annual Financial Statements (AFS) of Bergrivier 

Municipality will be submitted to the Auditor General by 31 August 2026) and Performance 

Evaluations will be done before end of October 2026 based on the final numbers in the Bergrivier 

AFS. 
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7.5 PHOTOS ILLUSTRATING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SDG 1 IN BERGRIVIER MUNICIPALITY 

 

Photo above: Celebrating a life-changing milestone in Piketberg (2025) as an elderly couple receives the keys to their 

new home. 

 

Photo above: Bergrivier Municipality celebrates Mandela Day 2024 ς A day of giving back: apples, hot chocolate and 

heartfelt moments with a less fortunate school 
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As part of the Stedeband (Twin City Agreement) between Bergrivier Municipality and Gemeente Heist-op-

den-Berg in Belgium we do a youth exchange programme for the past 10 years (2016 ς 2026).  The 

programme consist of 10 youths from both sides working together on SDG projects and visiting the other 

country annually.  This year (2026) a group of 10 youth, three teachers and two members of Bergrivier 

Municipality visited Belgium from 27 March 2026 ς 8 April 2026.  On the photo above they done a joint 

project oƴ {5D м bƻ tƻǾŜǊǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ ǎŀȅǎΥ ά!ǊƳƻŜŘ bƛŜǘ hƪŜΗέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ CƭŀŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ 

Poverty is not okay! 

 

Photo above: The Youth Group from Bergrivier Municipality during a city tour of Brussels on Saturday 28 

March 2026. 
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7.6 EVIDENCE ON HOW STAKEHOLDER INPUTS INFLUENCED MUNICIPAL PLANNING, BUDGET 

 ALLOCATION AND POLICY DECISIONS ON SDG 1 

The Budget Steering Committee met on 15 May 2026 and considered all written inputs that was 

submitted before the cut-off date of 8 May 2026 and following the town-based public participation 

meetings.  Each and every written input from the public, public organisations were duly considered, 

discussed at length and recommendations made to the Mayco and Council Meetings held on 26 

May 2026. 

The major policy change that Council implemented in the 2026/2027 budget relating directing to 

the eradication of poverty is: 

 

 

Bergrivier Municipality re-acted directly on public inputs during the 2025/2026 financial year and 

designed a new category of pensioner benefits during our strategic planning phase from October 

2025 ς March 2026 based on the public participation done in April and September 2025. 

The new category is illustrated below: 
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The challenge experienced by pensioners that cannot qualify for SASSA benefits due to just-over-

the-limits income, is that they are also struggling to make ends meet in the current SA economic 

circumstances.  Bergrivier Municipality recognised this plea from the public and designed this new 

category of pensioners discount.  This will bring significant relief to a large group of pensioners in 

the jurisdiction of Bergrivier Municipality. 

The Indigent Policy of Bergrivier Municipality was reviewed during the budget process during May 

2026 and amended to incorporated this category.  The budget of the Municipality was amended 

and approved by Council on 26 May 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
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8. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL 6: CLEAN WATER AND 

SANITATION 

 

8.1 GOAL DESCRIPTION 

Worldwide, one in three people live without sanitation. This is causing unnecessary disease and 

death. Although huge strides have been made with access to clean drinking water, lack of sanitation 

is undermining these advances. If we provide affordable equipment and education in hygiene 

practices, we can stop this senseless suffering and loss of life.  The goal of this SDG is to ensure the 

availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all. 

8.2  TARGETS 

There are 8 targets associated with this SDG globally.  They are: 

8.2.1 Target 6.1 

SAFE AND AFFORDABLE DRINKING WATER 

By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all. 

In Bergrivier Municipality our full Council on 24 February 2026 noted and approved the Municipal 
Priority Action Plan in response to the 2024 Municipal Strategic Self-Assessment (MuSSA) report 
that was adopted by Council in November 2025. 

The Municipality obtained a score of 72% for drinking water safety and regulatory compliance.  
The main contributing factors for obtaining a high score are: 

¶ All water conservation and water demand strategies developed and implemented, 
and water balance developed (100%). 

¶ The quality of the water is monitored regularly, samples send to a laboratory and 
we receive regular reports. Deviations are identified immediately and addressed. 
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.Ŝƭƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŜǊƎǊƛǾƛŜǊ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴŘŜȄ ƻƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
(2024). 

 

As published in the Socio-Economic Profile of Bergrivier Municipality (2024) Quantec did an 
estimate of the level of access to basic services based on their data from 2023.  The outcome for 
Bergrivier Municipality is as follows: 

 

From the above it is clear that 99,7% of all people staying within the boundaries of Bergrivier 
Municipality has access to safe and affordable drinking water.  This includes all the farm areas.  
Bergrivier Municipality is of the opinion that this should be 100% and invited Quantec and the 
Provincial Government to show us the 0,3% without access.  We are not aware of them. 

The affordability of clean, safe drinking water in Bergrivier Municipality is evident in the approved 
tariffs.   

The tariffs for the 2025/2026 financial year are as follows and is taken directly from the Budget 
Speech of the Executive Mayor, Alderman Ray van Rooy, as delivered on 30 May 2025. 
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www.bergmun.org.za  

The biggest part of the capital budget approved for the 2025/2026 financial year was allocated 
towards water and sanitation services.  The tariff increases for consumers for both water and 
sanitation have been curbed to stay as low as 5,5%. 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘ ƛǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ .ŜǊƎǊƛǾƛŜǊ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
indicate the link between the water resource and tariff determination within Bergrivier 
Municipality. 

http://www.bergmun.org.za/
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www.bergmun.org.za  

 

As shown in the table above, water revenue constitutes 7,10% of the revenue sources of Bergrivier 
Municipality in comparison to the % contribution of other revenue sources. 

 

 

http://www.bergmun.org.za/
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The tables above (Table 2, 4 and 5) are abstracts from the approved Bergrivier Municipal budget 
for 2025/2026. www.bergmun.org.za  

The residential water tariff for neighbouring similar Municipalities of Cederberg, Swellendam and 
Matzikama is as follows in comparison with the tariff of Bergrivier Municipality (based on a 
residential usage of 15 kilolitre per month: 

Municipality Basic Charge / 
Availability Charge 

Rand per kilolitre Comment 

Bergrivier R103,50 R24,00  

Matzikama R20,00 plus R246,00 R18,45  

Cederberg R191,52 R18,35  

Swellendam R121,89 R28,36 Based on level 3 
water restrictions 
currently in place in 
the area 

 

8.2.2 Target 6.2 

END OPEN DEFECATION AND PROVIDE ACCESS TO SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open 
defecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable 
situations. 

There is no open defecation in Bergrivier Municipal Area.  All residents have access to sanitation 
and hygiene. 

http://www.bergmun.org.za/
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From the above it is clear that 97,6% of all people staying within the boundaries of Bergrivier 
Municipality has access to sanitation.  This includes all the farm areas.  Bergrivier Municipality is of 
the opinion that this should be 100% and invited Quantec and the Provincial Government to show 
us the 2,4% without access.  We are not aware of them. 

8.2.3 Target 6.3 

IMPROVE WATER QUALITY, WASTEWATER TREATMENT AND SAFE RE-USE 

By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing release 
of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater and 
substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally. 

In Bergrivier Municipality our full Council on 24 February 2026 noted and approved the Municipal 
Priority Action Plan in response to the 2024 Municipal Strategic Self-Assessment (MuSSA) report 
that was adopted by Council in November 2025. 

The Municipality obtained a score of 72% for Wastewater / Environmental Safety and Regulatory 
Compliance.  The main contributing factors for obtaining a high score are: 

¶ Microbiological drinking water quality compliance for E. coli monitored and within 
range; 

¶ Supply schemes, process controllers, monitoring programmes, results and protocols 
are managed with suitable water safety planning framework (more than 95%). 
 

8.2.4 Target 6.4 

INCREASE WATER-USE EFFICIENCY AND ENSURE FRESHWATER SUPPLIES 

By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure sustainable 
withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially reduce the 
number of people suffering from water scarcity. 

 

8.2.5 Target 6.5 

IMPLEMENT INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 

By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including through 
transboundary cooperation as appropriate. 
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8.2.6 Target 6.6 

PROTECT AND RESTORE WATER-RELATED ECOSYSTEMS 

By 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, wetlands, 
rivers, aquifers and lakes. 

Bergrivier Municipality is the proud owner of an internationally protected RAMSAR site namely the 
Bergrivier Estuary in Velddrif. 

 

Picture above: The international protected RAMSAR site of the Bergrivier Estuary in Velddrif. 
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The pictures above are of the Bergrivier Estuary in Velddrif where the Berg River mouths into the Atlantic Ocean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The picture above is of the Porterville Groot Winterhoek Nature Reserve 
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The Municipal Area is also home to the Groot Winterhoek Nature 

Reserve in Porterville managed by Cape Nature, where most of the 

water in the Porterville Area is originating. The quality of the water is 

excellent, and the area is host to exceptional flowers like the red disa 

(disa uniflora in the orchidaceae family). 

 

 

 

 

Photo taken by Hanlie Linde 
(Jan 2026) 

8.2.7 Target 6.7 
 
EXPAND WATER AND SANITATION SUPPORT TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
 
By 2030, expand international cooperation and capacity-building support to developing countries 
in water- and sanitation-related activities and programmes, including water harvesting, 
desalination, water efficiency, wastewater treatment, recycling and reuse technologies. 

Bergrivier Municipality is part of the developing country of South Africa and is benefiting from all 
the assistance from the United Nations and first world countries in Europe who grace us with their 
expertise and assistance.  We are eternally grateful.  Bergrivier Municipality is in a Stedeband 
(Twin City Agreement) with Gemeente Heist-op-den-Berg in Belgium since 2014 and participated 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ŜƭƎƛǳƳΩǎ 9ǳropean Union Programme on waste management since 
2015.  The SDGs were tightly intertwined in that project. 

8.2.8 Target 6.8 
 
SUPPORT LOCAL ENGAGEMENT IN WATER AND SANITATION MANAGEMENT 
 
Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving water and sanitation 
management. 

Bergrivier Municipality is very strong on partnership building and working together with strategic 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ {aa9ΩǎΣ ǿŀǊŘ 

committees and any interest groups in the improvement of our water and sanitation management 

efforts. 
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!ƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ нлнр ǿŀǎ ƛƴ !ǳǊƻǊŀ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ōƻǊŜƘƻƭŜ Ǌǳƴ ŘǊȅ 

unexpectantly and the Municipality managed with their partners to have new boreholes developed, 

equipped and in use within 8 days. 

 

Media message from Bergrivier Municipality: 14 November 2025 

8.3 Current realities in Bergrivier Municipality with regards to water and sanitation 

During the 2024/2025 financial year the Municipality prioritised more than 80% of the capital 

budget towards water and sanitation infrastructure. 

Significant investment was made in essential infrastructure, with a focus on water, sanitation, and 

stormwater resilienceτcore services that directly impact health, safety, and community well-being. 

 

Á Piketberg Wastewater Treatment Works (Multi-year) 

Completed with a total investment of R18,919,132, this critical project enhances wastewater 

capacity, statutory compliance and supports future development in Piketberg; 

Á Upgrade of Velddrif Wastewater Treatment Works 

Funded through municipal funds amounting to R500,000, this upgrade ensures ongoing 

compliance, improved environmental protection, and uninterrupted service; 

Á Piketberg Stormwater Project (Multi-Year) 

With a total investment of R989,313, this project forms part of our long-term stormwater 

management programme aimed at minimising flood risks and improving drainage 

infrastructure; and 

 

 



42 

VOLUNTARY LOCAL REVIEW   

 

Á Water Treatment Works Building 

Continued investment in essential water infrastructure ensures safe, reliable (potable) water 

supply for households and businesses. Phase 4 completed at a project cost of R14,078,786. 

 

These projects demonstrate our determination to continue safeguarding basic services, strengthen 

environmental resilience, and build infrastructure that supports long-term growth. 

 

Our top strategic risk with the highest residual rating and priority one during 2024/25 is the 

challenge of provision of emergency water to households in Goedverwacht and Wittewater and 

water security in general to all our towns.  For these two Moravian towns, Bergrivier Municipality is 

the water authority in terms of the Water Services Act and the Moravian Church is the water 

provider.  The latter did not always manage to secure and provide potable water to their residents, 

and the Municipality is called in to assist on numerous occasions (especially in summer). 

 

The Municipality is doing well with providing access to water and sanitation.  The Bergrivier 

Municipal Area demonstrated significantly higher levels of access to essential services compared 

to formal housing, with indicators surpassing the broader West Coast District averages. Notably, 

99.7 per cent of households had access to piped water within the dwelling or yard, while 97.6 per 

cent had access to flush or chemical toilets.

  

8.4      KEY BASIC SERVICES: WATER 

 

The Municipality is a Water Services Authority in terms of the Water Services Act 1997, (Act 108 of 

1997) and provides water services to all urban areas within its jurisdiction except for the private 

Moravian Church Towns.  The validity period for the WSDP is extended for 2025 whilst the new 

WSDP is prepared.  Bergrivier Municipality is required in terms of Section 18 of the Water Services 

!ŎǘΣ мффт ό!Ŏǘ млу ƻŦ мффтύΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άwŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƻǊȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ 

and measures to consŜǊǾŜ ǿŀǘŜǊέ ŀǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ фόмύ ŀƴŘ тоόмύόƛύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ 

Services Act, to report on the implementation of its WSDP during each financial year and to include 

a water services audit in such an Annual Report.  The Municipality provides water services to all 

towns in its area of jurisdiction except for Goedverwacht, Wittewater and De Hoek (PPC) which are 

private towns.  Water services are rendered by the Technical Services Directorate.  Potable water in 

Velddrif and Dwarskersbos is purchased from the Withoogte scheme, making West Coast District 

Municipality the Water Service Provider.  The contract for the update of the WSDP for the period of 

2022 ς 2027 is in the process.  Bergrivier Municipality will appoint the Service Provider to update 

the new WSDP, whilst DBSA will fund the project.  Bergrivier Municipality is required in terms of 

{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ му ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ !ŎǘΣ мффт ό!Ŏǘ млу ƻŦ мффтύΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άwŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

compulsory national standards and measures to conserve waterέ ŀǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ фόмύ 

and 73(1)(i) of the Water Services Act, to report on the implementation of its WSDP during each 

financial year and to include a water services audit in such an Annual Report. 
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The following table reflects the access to water within the municipality.  

Access to water 

Financial year 
Proportion of households with access 

to water points 
Proportion of households with 

access to piped water 
Proportion of households entitled 

to 6 kl free water 

2019/20 0 9 269 1 860 

2020/21 0 9 533 2 128 

2021/22 0 9 763 1 916 

2022/23 9 832 1 898 1 898 

2023/24 0 10 147 1 914 

2024/25 0 10 470 24 01 

 

Water Service Delivery Level 

Description 
2019/20 
Actual 

2020/21 
Actual 

2021/22 
Actual 

2022/23 
Actual 

2023/24 
Actual 

2024/25 
Actual 

Water: (Above Min Level)       

Piped water inside dwelling 9 269 9 533 9 763 9 832 10 147 10470 

Piped water inside yard (but not in dwelling) 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Using public tap (within 200m from dwelling) 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other water supply (within 200m) 9 269 9 533 9 763 9 832 10 147 10470 

Minimum Service Level and Above sub-total 9 269 9 533 9 763 9 832 10 147 10470 

Minimum Service Level and Above Percentage 100 % 100 % 100 % 100 % 100 % 100 % 

Water: (Below Min Level)       

Using public tap (more than 200m from dwelling) 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other water supply (more than 200m from 
dwelling 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

No water supply 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Below Minimum Service Level sub-total 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Below Minimum Service Level Percentage 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Description 
2019/20 
Actual 

2020/21 
Actual 

2021/22 
Actual 

2022/23 
Actual 

2023/24 
Actual 

2024/25 
Actual 

Total Number of Households 9 269 9 533 9 763 9 832 10 147 10 470 

 

8.5 Key Basic Service: Sanitation 

Sanitation services are rendered by the Technical Services Directorate.  The Municipality provides 

sanitation services to all towns in its area of jurisdiction except for Goedverwacht, Wittewater and 

De Hoek (PPC) which are private towns.  All households serviced by the municipality have access to 

basic services and our strategy is to provide a better quality of service through the upgrading of the 

existing wastewater treatment works (WWTW) and networks.  Sanitation is also addressed in the 

Water Services Development Plan, especially the eradication of sanitation backlogs.  Backlogs 

pertain to the development of new houses and backyard dwellers. 

8.5.1 Sanitation in Bergrivier Municipality 

**  As per Schedule 4B and 5B of the Constitution, municipal water and sanitation services limited 

to potable water supply systems and domestic wastewater and sewage disposal systems. 

Description 
2019/20 
Actual 

2020/21 
Actual 

2021/22 
Actual 

2022/23 
Actual 

2023/24 
Actual 

2024/25 
Actual 

Sanitation/ Sewerage: (Above Minimum Level)      

Flush toilet (connected to sewerage) 7 292 7 526 7 751 8 009 8 482 8 765 

Flush toilet (with septic tank)  2 144 2 144 2 144 2 144 2 144 2 144 

Chemical toilet 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Pit toilet (ventilated) 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other toilet provisions (above min. service level) 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Minimum Service Level and Above sub-total 9 436 9 670 9 895 10 153 10 626 10 879 

Minimum Service Level and Above Percentage 100 % 100 % 100 % 100% 100 % 100% 

Sanitation/ Sewerage: (Below Minimum Level)      

Bucket toilet 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other toilet provisions (below min. service level) 0 0 0 0 0 0 

No toilet provisions 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Below Minimum Service Level sub-total 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Below Minimum Service Level Percentage 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Description 
2019/20 
Actual 

2020/21 
Actual 

2021/22 
Actual 

2022/23 
Actual 

2023/24 
Actual 

2024/25 
Actual 

Total Number of Households 9 436 9 670 9 895 10 153 10 626 10 879 

¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ²²¢²Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴκƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦ ōǊƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ 

challenges and alternative means of treating sewage water are continuously under investigations, 

such as package plants.  Such alternatives will make it possible to treat and use the effluent at the 

point of generation, for irrigation of parks, open spaces and sport fields. 

The Municipality provides sanitation services to all urban areas within its jurisdiction except for 

private towns.  All urban households have access to minimum standards of sanitation, and all 

indigent households receive free basic sanitation. 

During the assessment and review of the draft VLR by STATS SA it was indicated that the above 

figures from Bergrivier Municipality differs from the figures from Census 2022 which indicate a total 

of 18 235 flush toilets and 1699 flush and septic tank provisions in Bergrivier Municipality.  The 

differences will be communicated with the Strategic Manager in Bergrivier Municipality to clarify 

before drafting the Annual Report 2027.  
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8.6 THE KtLΩ{ [LbY95 ¢h {5D с !{ w9thw¢95 hb Cwha м W¦[¸ нлнр ¢h ом 

DECEMBER 2025 

There are 10 Top-[ŜǾŜƭ YtLΩǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ {5D сΦ 
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¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ YtLΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ-end (June 2026) and before end of 

September 2026 (the draft Annual Financial Statements of Bergrivier Municipality will be submitted to the Auditor 

General by 31 August 2026) and Performance Evaluations will be done before end of October 2026 based on the final 

numbers in the Bergrivier AFS. 
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8.7 PHOTOGRAPHICAL EVIDENCE OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SDG 6 IN BERGRIVIER 

 MUNICIPALITY 

 

Photo above: The newly build 4 mega litre reservoir for Piketberg was commissioned in 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo above: The Bergrivier Municipal Water Team in Piketberg, dedicated to deliver services to all communities. 
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8.8 EVIDENCE ON HOW STAKEHOLDER INPUTS INFLUENCED MUNICIPAL PLANNING, BUDGET 

 ALLOCATION AND POLICY DECISIONS ON SDG 6 

 

During the strategic and operational planning cycle of the 2025/2026 financial year, Bergrivier 

Municipality had a very hard and honest look at the water, wastewater and sanitation infrastructure 

and made a concerted effort to do better planning, allocate more budget and increase service 

delivery in these areas.  In the 2026/2029 MTREF budget it is clearly visible that more than 25% of 

the capital funds in 2026/2027 was allocated for water management and 7,35% for waste water 

management. 
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9. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL 11: SUSTAINABLE CITIES 

AND MUNICIPALITIES 

 

 

9.1 GOAL DESCRIPTION 

To make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 

9.2 TARGETS 

SDG 11 has 10 global targets to be achieved, and this is being measured with 15 indicators. 

The seven outcome targets include: 

¶ Safe and affordable housing; 

¶ Affordable and sustainable transport systems; 

¶ Inclusive and sustainable urbanization; 

¶ Protection of the world's cultural and natural heritage; 

¶ Reduction of the adverse effects of natural disasters; 

¶ Reduction of the environmental impacts of cities; and 

¶ To provide access to safe and inclusive green and public spaces. 

 

The three means of implementation targets include strong national and regional development 

planning, implementing policies for inclusion, resource efficiency, and disaster risk reduction in 

supporting the least developed countries in sustainable and resilient building. 
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4.3 billion people τ 55% of the world's population τ currently live in cities globally. It is projected 

that 68% of all people will live in cities by 2050.  Cities across the world occupy just 3 percent of the 

Earth's land, yet account for 60ς80 percent of energy consumption and 75 percent of carbon 

emissions. There are serious challenges for the viability and safety of cities to meet increased future 

demands. 

Current realities in Bergrivier Municipality 

Bergrivier Municipality is situated in the rural areas of 

the West Coast where approximately 78 257 people 

live in an area of 4807 square kilometres.  It is not 

highly populated and do not include any major cities.  

The biggest towns are Piketberg and Velddrif.  There 

are no informal housing areas (townships / informal 

settlements) in Bergrivier Municipality, but the policies 

of the Municipality do allow for backyard dwellers to 

take up space on private erven (with the permission 

and consent of the landowner).  Due to the apartheid 

history of South Africa, Bergrivier Municipality is also 

an agent of Provincial Government in the delivery of a structured low-cost housing programme for 

disadvantaged individuals who have been on the official waiting lists for our area.  This is a provincial 

function and delivered on an agency basis by the Municipality.  In our policies we refer to housing 

issues under human settlements. 

During 2025 we celebrated major progress in restoring dignity and security of tenure to families 

across the region: 

Piketberg: 110 homes handed over 

Porterville: 96 homes handed over 

Eendekuil: 44 homes handed over 

These housing handovers represent renewed hope, stability, and improved living conditions for 

hundreds of residents, affirming our commitment to reducing the housing backlog and 

promoting inclusive development. 
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Picture above: The ward councillor in Porterville (ward 2), Alderman Adam du Plooy, handing over a house to 

an elderly beneficiary who has never owned a house before with the Head: Housing, Mrs Abelia Lawrence, 

assisting him.  The community was out in numbers to support the new beneficiaries of the 250 houses 

completed in 2025. 

 

9.3 Basic Service Delivery in Human Settlements 

The Constitution of South Africa guarantees every citizen the right to access adequate housing, 

with the state obligated to employ reasonable legislative and other measures, within available 

resources, to progressively realise this right. Access to housing encompasses essential services 
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such as clean water, basic sanitation, safe energy sources, and waste removal, ensuring 

households maintain a decent standard of living.  

This analysis examines the extent to which this constitutional mandate has been achieved, 

drawing on MYPE data in conjunction with the latest information provided by Quantec Research in 

2024. While the most recent official statistics stem from 2022 Census, more up to date estimates 

are provided from Quantec, which is what is shared here. Additionally, data pertaining to indigent 

households has been sourced from the Department of Local Government Housing and Household 

Services  

 

In the Bergrivier area, of the 20 557 households, an impressive 92.5 per cent had access to formal 

ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƻŀǎǘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ уфΦм ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ 

incidence of informal dwellings in Bergrivier was notably lower, at just 6.9 per cent of the total 

households, compared to the ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ higher rate of 10.5 per cent. The high percentage of 

households in Bergrivier with access to formal housing (92.5 per cent) is a positive indicator of the 

region's economic development and infrastructure investment. Formal housing is often associated 

with higher property values, better access to services such as water, electricity, and sanitation, 

and greater long-term economic security for residents.  

The Bergrivier Area demonstrated significantly higher levels of access to essential services 

compared to formal housing, with indicators surpassing the broader West Coast District averages. 

Notably, 99.7 per cent of households had access to piped water within the dwelling or yard, while 

97.6 per cent had access to flush or chemical toilets. Furthermore, 98.6 per cent of households 

had electricity for lighting, and 91.3 per cent benefited from regular refuse removal by local 

authorities. All these service access levels were higher than the corresponding figures for the West 

Coast District as a whole.  
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Municipalities provide a range of free basic services to households that are financially vulnerable 

and unable to afford essential services. While the number of households receiving free basic 

services in the Bergrivier Municipal Area has fluctuated between 2019 and 2023, the most recent 

data shows an increase in the number of households benefiting from these services. Given the 

current economic strain, it is anticipated that household incomes will face additional pressure, 

likely leading to an increase in demand for free basic services. This, in turn, may result in a rise in 

the number of indigent households requiring assistance. The fluctuation in the number of 

households receiving free basic services reflects broader socio-economic dynamics, such as 

changes in income levels, employment, and local economic conditions. 

 

9.4 Intergovernmental partnering on human settlement issues 

The Municipality partners with other spheres of government in an ongoing effort to leverage 

financing, mandates and facilitate decision making. The existing partnerships include:  

ω Housing Department ς partnerships with the Western Cape Provincial Government and 

 National Housing authorities to collaborate on delivery and funding for subsidised housing 

 projects and development of restructuring zones aimed at spearheading spatial 

 transformation.  

ω Technical Services has ongoing partnerships with state and provincial authorities in efforts 

 to leverage funding for the upgrade of infrastructure to sustain economic growth.  

ω Information, Communication & Technology partners with the Western Cape Provincial 

 Government in collaborating on implementing good governance as well as knowledge 

 sharing.  
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9.5  The KPIΩǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ SDG 11 as reported on from 1 July 2025 to 31 December 2025 

There are 26 Top-[ŜǾŜƭ YtLΩǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ {5DΦ 
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¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ YtLΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ-end (June 2026) and before end of 

September 2026 (the draft Annual Financial Statements of Bergrivier Municipality will be submitted to the Auditor 

General by 31 August 2026) and Performance Evaluations will be done before end of September 2026 based on the 

final numbers in the Bergrivier AFS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The award on the left was 

presented to Bergrivier 

Municipality on 2 October 

2025 at Sandton during the 

LG Summit by the National 

Minister of COGTA for being 

one of the top 13 

Municipalities in South 

Africa based on good 

governance. 
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9.6 PHOTOGRAPHICAL EVIDENCE OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SDG 11 IN BERGRIVIER 

 MUNICIPALITY 

 

 

 


















