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BUDGET APPROVED BY COUNCIL
FOR 2025-2026

"Sustainability and good governance were the main driving forces in
attracting investor confidence in the Bergrivier Municipal Area".

These were the words of Alderman Ray van Rooy, Executive Mayor of
Bergrivier Municipality, during a Council Meeting held in the Eendekuil
Community Hall on Tuesday,  27 May 2025. This was the third time
Bergrivier Municipality took its Council Meeting to the public in a
community hall. The meeting was also live-streamed on YouTube.

Bergrivier Municipality's budget for the 2025-2026 financial year, totalling
at just over R759 million, was approved by Council.

Van Rooy mentioned that sound management decision-making,  nine (9)
consecutive clean audits and a stable political landscape has been
instrumental in ensuring effective governance, enhancing public trust, and
enabling the Municipality to deliver on its strategic objectives.

Despite presenting a bright outlook ahead, Van Rooy, cautioned residents
by mentioning that the Municipality's growing expenditure bill is proving
to be a significant stumbling block for service delivery efforts.

"It's very difficult to address all the needs within our communities with the
limited available resources that we have. It is for this reason that we've
decided to invest in infrastructure, since it forms the backbone of service
delivery and ensures that our communities function efficiently in the long-
term," said Van Rooy.

The budget was drafted and aligned to the needs of the communities we
serve, as documented in the approved Integrated Development Plan (2022-
2027). See page 3 for more details regarding the approved budget.

Council meets the public: Bergrivier Municipality's Council approved the third review of the IDP (2022-
2027) as well as the 2025-2026 budget at a Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 27 May 2025 at the
Eendekuil Community Hall in Eendekuil. This was the third year in a row that the Municipality held its
Council Meeting in the public domain. Speaker Alderman Rhandall Swarts chaired the Council Meeting.
The Municipality would like to thank all members of the public for attending. Democracy in action!
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STAPTOER: 'n Afvaardiging van Heist-op-den-Berg Gemeente in België het onlangs Bergrivier
Munisipaliteit besoek as deel van die twee munisipaliteite se bestaande "twinning"- program. Tydens
hul besoek is die delegasie op 'n staptoer in die pragtige Piket-Bo-Berg, waar hulle die asemrowende
natuurskoon, plaaslike biodiversiteit en unieke berglandskap van die streek eerstehands kon ervaar.
Hierdie besoek het nie net die bande tussen die twee munisipaliteite versterk nie, maar ook kulturele
uitruiling en wedersydse waardering bevorder. Hierbo is die span van Bergrivier en Heist-op-den-Berg!
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The approved budget consists of the following:

Capital Budget of R96,547 million; and
Operational Budget of R663,115 million.

Van Rooy indicated that in order to fund this budget,
increasing tariff charges were unavoidable, but it was
done responsibly after much deliberation.

Tariff increases which will take effect as from 1 July
2025:
Water increases by 5.5%;
Electricity increases by 13.95% (subject to NERSA's
approval);
Refuse removal increases by 5.5%;
Sewerage increases by 5.5%; and
Property Rates increases by 5.5%.

"The largest portion of our capital budget for the 2025-
2026 financial year will go towards improving our  
infrastructure responsible for water and electricity. It's
fundamental that we invest in our infrastructure for
future development, investor confidence and service
delivery, especially in the Velddrif, Noordhoek, Eendekuil
and Redelinghuys areas," said Van Rooy.

During his budget speech, Van Rooy highlighted that, as
from 1 July 2025, all residents receiving indigent subsidies
will receive a 100% rebate on their property taxes until
June 2026.

Additionally, Van Rooy mentioned that Council recently
wrote off millions in debt owed to the Municipality, and
implemented stronger credit control measures to recover
outstanding funds, however, these measures have
impacted some residents negatively. "It's important that
residents who are able to pay their municipal accounts, to
do so.  We need every cent to deliver effective services in
our communities, and we cannot do that without all
account holders paying on time," he said.

The Municipality will, however, continue to support the
vulnerable within the communities through the
implementation of indigent subsidies to qualifying
households, which will receive a support package
consisting of 50 free electricity units, 6 kilolitres of free
water and a 100% subsidised standard household refuse
removal and sewerage tariff per month.

Van Rooy concluded his speech by thanking the Budget
Steering Committee under the leadership of Councillor
Daniels, the Municipal Manager, the Chief Financial
Officer and the staff in the Strategic Services Department
and Budget Office, Directors and other personnel who
were involved in compiling the budget and related
documents.

To view the full budget and other related documents,
please visit the Municipality's official website at
www.bergmun.org.za or contact 022 913 6000. We thank
the public for their vested interest in the budget.

Executive Mayor
Alderman Ray van Rooy

Tariff Increases
from 1 July 2025:

Water increases by 5.5%
Electricity increases by
13.95% 
Refuse removal increases
by 5.5%
Sewerage increases by
5.5%
Property Rates increases
by 5.5%
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144 HUISE OORHANDIG AAN
BEGUNSTIGDES IN BERGRIVIER

'249 HUISE MOET NOG OORHANDIG WORD' - SÊ BEHUISINGSEENHEID
Die Wes-Kaapse Regering (Departement van
Infrastruktuur) in vennootskap met Bergrivier
Munisipaliteit het op 28 Maart 2025 met trots die eerste
45 huise (20 begunstigdes in Piketberg en 25
begunstigdes in Porterville) aan begunstigdes van die
Piketberg- en Porterville- behuisingsprojekte oorhandig.
Hierdie oorhandiging is 'n belangrike mylpaal in die
munisipaliteit se verbintenis tot die voorsiening van
kwaliteit behuising en die verbetering van inwoners se
lewens.

Tydens die oorhandigingseremonie het Uitvoerende
Burgemeester, Raadsheer Ray van Rooy, aan alle
begunstigdes verduidelik dat die huis aan hulle behoort
en dat hulle eienaarskap daarvan moet neem. "Dit is
julle dag - wees trots. Dit is die begin van 'n nuwe
hoofstuk vir u en u gesin. Geniet julle huis," het Van
Rooy, gesê.

Die Wes-Kaapse Minister van Infrastruktuur, Tertuis
Simmers, het saam met Uitvoerende Burgemeester Ray
van Rooy die sleutels persoonlik aan die nuwe
huiseienaars oorhandig en die lint geknip vir van die
oudste begunstigdes - 'n simboliese begin van 'n nuwe
hoofstuk vir hierdie gesinne.

Minister Simmers het genoem dat hy baie trots is om
hierdie oomblik saam met die begunstigdes te deel, wie
lank gewag het om hul nuwe huis te ontvang. "Dankie
dat u almal geduldig was en altyd geglo het dat hierdie
dag sal kom. Hierdie is u dag - u is nou die eienaar van 'n
splinter nuwe huis. Neem verantwoordelikheid vir u
huis en kyk mooi daarna," het Simmers gesê.
 
Mev Trytjie Sampson (89), is die oudste begunstigde in
Piketberg wat die sleutels tot haar nuwe huis ontvang
het. Sampson het gesê sy is sprakeloos en het nie woorde
om haar opgewondenheid te beskryf nie. "Ek is baie
dankbaar en dank God dat Hy vir my hierdie huis gegee
het. Ek gaan die hele dag skoonmaak en werk in my
nuwe huis,” het Sampson gesê.

Intussen is sowat 144 huise reeds oorhandig en 249
huise moet nog in die komende maande aan
begunstigdes in Porterville, Piketberg en Eendekuil
oorhandig word. 

Baie dankie aan alle belanghebbendes, veral die Wes-
Kaapse Departement van Infrastruktuur, vir hul bydrae
om hierdie projek 'n werklikheid te maak.
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Porterville experienced stormy weather and heavy
rainfall on 8 April 2025, resulting in widespread
flooding across the town - with the main road being
particularly affected.

An estimated 130mm of rainfall was recorded within
a single day (8 April 2025).

While no injuries were reported, damage to several
private and public infrastructure were reported.
Temporary road closures were also in place, which
led to traffic interruptions, however, within a few
hours all roads were declared safe to travel on.

The clean-up operations began soon after the heavy
rainfall had subsided, and lasted for about 3 days. 

PORTERVILLE ROCKED BY HEAVY
RAINFALL AND FLOODING IN APRIL

Approximately 107 households were significantly
affected by the flooding, causing damage to their
properties and household goods. The Disaster
Management personnel were on-site assisting affected
residents throughout the town, to help salvage their
belongings and to provide sandbags to block the
constant stream of water entering their properties.

The Municipality extends its sincere gratitude to the
community of Porterville for their patience,
assistance and cooperation during the clean-up
period, to restore normality in the town.

A special thanks to all stakeholders who contributed
warm food, blankets, clothing and other items to
provide relief to all the affected families.

Operation clean-up: Town restored to normality in 3 days
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Tydens die winterperiode ontvang die Munisipaliteit
gewoonlik navrae van die publiek rakende
stormwaterblokkasies, wat skade aan eiendomme
veroorsaak:

Hier is hoe dit opgelos kan word:
Indien u eiendom laer geleë is as dié van u buur, is
dit waarskynlik dat stormwater tydens swaar reën
vanaf die hoër geleë buur-eiendom na u eiendom
sal vloei, solank die vloei van die stormwater
natuurlik bly; 
Indien die eienaar van ’n eiendom stroom-op van
u (’n buur) die natuurlike vloei van stormwater
versteur, moet die saak spoedig tussen die
eienaars aangespreek word; 
Stormwater kan op verskeie maniere veilig van
hoër na laer geleë eiendomme gekanaliseer word,
soos byvoorbeeld deur ondergrondse
stormwaterpype of oop stormwaterkanale aan te
bring (hierdie kanale moet gereeld skoongemaak 

WINTERSEISOEN: VOORKOMING VAN
STORMWATERPROBLEME

word om blokkasies te voorkom); 

Indien daar ’n grensmuur tussen u en u buur
opgerig is, maak seker dat die grensmuur nie die
natuurlike vloei van water van die hoër na die
laer geleë eiendom verhinder nie. Dit kan gedoen
word deur ’n dreineringstelsel aan te bring of
deur eenvoudig ’n paar openings in die
grensmuur te maak om die natuurlike vloei van
water te verseker.

Ons moedig alle inwoners aan om reënwater vanaf
hul dakke na waterstoortenks en / of na die straat
te lei deur middel van geute en pype, om
watervloei-probleme te voorkom. Die belangrikste
is om moontlike oplossings vir watervloei-kwessies
met u buur te bespreek.

Open communication with your neighbour is key to
resolving any stormwater concerns.

Borehole 
Water 

in Velddrif:

The Municipality has been informed by the West Coast
District Health Office that traces of arsenic  have been
found in private borehole water in the Velddrif Area. It is
recommended that all households that have access to
borehole water and want to make use of it for human
consumption  should have the water tested. Contact Andre
Petersen for more information at 022 783 1112.
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COLLAB CITIZEN APP VELDTOG IN PIKETBERG 'N
GROOT SUKSES

Bergrivier Munisipaliteit het onlangs 'n uiters suksesvolle, weeklange bewusmakingsveldtog vir die
Collab Citizen App in Piketberg aangebied, waaraan 116 inwoners die Collab Citizen App afgelaai het.
Die veldtog het gelei tot 'n merkwaardige toename in gebruikers wat hul munisipale rekeninge aan die
app gekoppel het - van slegs 220 voor die veldtog tot 'n indrukwekkende 500 inwoners ná afloop
daarvan. Die Munisipaliteit glo dat inwoners is besig om die waarde in hierdie tegnologie te sien, wat
die lewe vir hulle 'n bietjie makliker sal maak. Ons dien met trots in Bergrivier Munisipaliteit!



In hierdie foto hierbo (van links) is: Anneen Fikster, Megan Scheffers, Dorain Owies, Elaine Baadjies,
Marlé-Kay Erasmus en Joshtine Goedeman.
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VULLISVERSAMELING EN
HERWINNINGSINISIATIEF IN PIKETBERG,

NOORDHOEK EN PORTERVILLE
’n Span van sestien afval-ambassadeurs (Uitgebreide
Openbare Werke-program) is besig met ’n
omgewingsbewusmakingsveldtog in Piketberg (Wyk 4),
Noordhoek (Wyk 6) en Porterville (Wyk 2). Die hoofdoel
van hierdie inisiatief is om inwoners en gemeenskappe
in te lig oor die belangrikheid van doeltreffende
vullisverwydering, herwinning en volhoubare
lewenspraktyke.

Die afval-ambassadeurs gaan van deur tot deur om
inwoners in te lig oor die vullisverwyderingsdatums in
hul dorp, die driesakstelsel, en volhoubare praktyke vir
afvalbestuur.

In hierdie foto hierbo (van links) is: Rowan Coetzee, Andre Wilson, Emirllda Bester, Asemahle Soxa, Joceline
Kowes en Jeonifi Januarie. Ons dien met trots in die Bergrivier Munisipale Gebied.

Die ambassadeurs is maklik herkenbaar aan hul
naamplaatjies en reflektorbaadjies. Ons moedig alle
inwoners aan om hierdie belangrike omgewingsinisiatief
te ondersteun en om die ambassadeurs toe te laat om hul
werk te doen.

Vir meer inligting kontak Jamie-Lee Van Zyl by 022 913
6000 or stuur ’n e-pos na VanZylJL@Bergmun.org.za.

Dankie vir u volgehoue ondersteuning om ’n skoner,
groener gemeenskap te help skep.
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BERGRIVIER MUNICIPALITY HOSTS  4
EDITION OF THE ANNUAL MAYORAL

EASTER RUGBY CUP

TH

The spirit of sport and community was alive and thriving
on Saturday, 19 April 2025 when Bergrivier Municipality
hosted its 4  annual Mayoral Easter Rugby Cup at the
Rhino Park Stadium in Piketberg. Drawing crowds of
over 4,000 spectators, the event even brought together
local rugby teams from across the region in a celebration
of the athleticism, community pride, and local economic
opportunity.

th

  
The Mayoral Easter Rugby Cup, now a flagship event on
the Municipality’s sporting calendar, saw teams from the
various towns within the Bergrivier region, competing in
a fierce rivalry for top honours. The Piketberg RFC
(affectionately known as Rhino’s Club) from Piketberg
claimed victory in the ‘Groot Uitdaag’ group stages by
narrowly beating Velddrif RFC 13-12, whilst the Zebras
Rugby Club from Piket-Bo-Berg, emerged as champions in
the ‘Streekuitdaag’ division after beating Aurora Rugby
Club 24-17.

Beyond the action on the field, the event offered a boost
to local small and medium enterprises (SMEs). They
showcased and sold their products throughout the day,
with the influx of visitors contributing significantly to the
local economy.

Executive Mayor of Bergrivier Municipality, Alderman
Ray Van Rooy, praised the incredible rugby that was on
display in front of a full stadium. “We have so much
natural sporting talent in Bergrivier. This is an ideal
platform for local rugby players to demonstrate their
skills in front of hundreds of spectators. This is a
testament to the power of sports in uniting people,” he
said.

The Municipality thanks all the sponsors that
contributed to the success of the event.

SPECTATORS: Drawing crowds of over 4,000 spectators,
the event brought together local rugby teams from
across the region in a celebration of athleticism,
community pride, and local economic opportunity. The
spectators cheered on their favorite clubs throughout
the day to keep the spirits high on the rugby field.

CHAMPIONS: The Zebras Rugby Club from Piket-Bo-
Berg, emerged as champions in the ‘Streekuitdaag’
division after beating Aurora Rugby Club 24-17. Their
players can be seen celebrating their victory, raising
their trophies high into the air, to the delight of their
fans that came in their numbers to support them.

VICTORY: The Piketberg RFC (affectionately known as
Rhino’s Club) from Piketberg claimed victory in the
‘Groot Uitdaag’ group stages by narrowly beating
Velddrif RFC 13-12. Here they can be seen celebrating
with the trophy after the awards ceremony concluded.
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BERGRIVIER MUNICIPALITY HELD AN
EASTER ROAD SAFETY PROGRAMME

The Municipality launched an Easter Road Safety
Awareness programme on Thursday, 17 April 2025, at the
Total Petroport in Piketberg.

This programme, an initiative from Bergrivier
Municipality's Office of the Executive Mayor, was
launched in collaboration with the Total Petroport in
Piketberg and West Coast District Municipality.

The aim of this programme was to create awareness
amongst motorists regarding the rules of the road,
dangers of speeding and encouraging drivers to rest
every 2 hours.

“Arrive alive. Don’t rush on the roads. Please be extra
patient this weekend and plan your trip with enough time
to spare to reach your destination,” said Executive Mayor
Alderman Ray Van Rooy.

Personnel from Bergrivier Municipality also handed out
Easter eggs to put cheer on children’s faces.

The safety of all motorists and pedestrians continue to be
a top priority within the Bergrivier Municipal Area.



DORPSGEBASEERDE VERGADERINGS IN
BERGMUN - INSETTE ONTVANG
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Dorpsgebaseerde Vergaderings: Bergrivier Munisipaliteit het in April/Mei 2025 elke
dorp besoek om die konsep begroting en konsep Geïntegreerde Ontwikkelingsplan met
inwoners, te bespreek. Die Speaker van Bergrivier Munisipaliteit, Raadsheer Rhandall
Swarts, het die vergadering fasiliteer. Baie dankie aan elke inwoner wat bygewoon het!
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Bergrivier Munisipaliteit het in April / Mei 2025 elke dorp
besoek om die konsep begroting en konsep Geïntegreerde
Ontwikkelingsplan (GOP) met inwoners, te bespreek.

Advokaat Hanlie Linde, Munisipale Bestuurder by
Bergrivier Munisipaliteit, het verduidelik dat die GOP
dien as 'n strategiese plan vir die ontwikkeling van die
Bergrivier Munisipale Gebied oor 'n vyfjaarperiode,
waarin prioriteite, projekte en hulpbron toekennings
uiteengesit word.

Honderde inwoners van regoor die Bergrivier Munisipale
Gebied het die geleentheid gegryp om deel te wees van
hierdie belangrike gesprekke, om insae te hê op
ontwikkeling in hul gemeenskappe.

"Dit is van kritiese belang om te verseker dat inisiatiewe
van die munisipaliteit ooreenstem met die behoeftes en
aspirasies van ons inwoners. Deur die gemeenskap in
hierdie proses te betrek, streef Bergrivier Munisipaliteit
daarna om gemeenskapsinsae in die GOP te inkorporeer,
sodat dit 'n meer akkurate weërspieeling van plaaslike
prioriteite kan wees," het Linde gesê.

U insette is van kardinale belang vir Bergrivier
Munisipaliteit. 

Indien u enige idees of insette wil lewer oor hoe die
Munisipaliteit die voorleggings by u dorpsgebaseerde
vergaderings kan verbeter, stuur 'n e-pos na: Whilnette
Koordom (sbadmin@bergmun.org.za) of Filicia Erasmus
(erasmusf@bergmun.org.za)

Die Bestuurder Voorsieningskanaalbestuur en
Uitgawes, Nelmarie Bothma, het belangrike inligting
oor die konsep begroting, tariewe en kriteria vir die
deernissubsidies met inwoners gedeel.

Noordhoek, Velddrif
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Members of the public are encouraged to report any
fraud and/or corruption allegations to either the
Internal Auditor, Msizi Mseleni at 022 913 6002 or via
email: mselenim@bergmun.org.za, the Municipal
Manager Adv. Hanlie Linde on 022 913 6011 or via
email: mm@bergmun.org.za or the Executive Mayor,
Alderman Ray van Rooy on 083 657 9615 or via
email: burgemeester@bergmun.org.za 

The public can also contact the National Anti-
Corruption Hotline at 0800 701 701 or the Provincial
Forensic Services at 021 483 0931 or via e-mail:
Tip.Offs@westerncape.gov.za 
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INTERNAL AUDIT AWARENESS MONTH
As part of Internal Audit Awareness Month, the
Internal Audit & Risk Management team at
Bergrivier Municipality hosted an engaging and
informative workshop on 16 May 2025, targeting
municipal interns and contract workers.

The session aimed to raise awareness of the role
and value of internal audit and risk management in
promoting transparency, accountability and good
governance within the municipal environment.

The session, which was led by Msizi Mseleni (Head:
Internal Auditor), along with Akona Mpahlwa (Risk
Officer), Irvinn-Dane Pietersen (Assistant Internal
Auditor) and Sikhumbule Malanga (Internal Audit
& Risk Management Intern), provided interns and
contract workers with valuable insight into
internal controls, ethical conduct, and risk 

INTERNAL AUDIT AND RISK MANGEMENT TRAINING: In this photo (from left) is Irvinn-Dane Pietersen
(Assistant Internal Auditor), Akona Mpahlwa (Risk Officer) and Msizi Mseleni (Head: Internal Auditor).

awareness - empowering the next generation of
public servants to contribute meaningfully to
municipal excellence.

Report Fraud & Corruption
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