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BERGRIVIER IS A BEAUTIFUL MUNICIPALITY WITH HUGE AMOUNTS OF POTENTIAL
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SOUTH AFRICA PERSPECTIVE



RSA REALITY CHECK 1

http://www.nationaldebtclocks.org/debtclock/southafrica

….and counting….

Bergrivier Municipality: 4th Generation IDP Support 5

DEBT…

http://www.nationaldebtclocks.org/debtclock/southafrica
http://www.nationaldebtclocks.org/debtclock/southafrica


http://geology.com/sea-level-rise/

….and rising….

GLOBAL

SEA LEVEL RISE…
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RSA REALITY CHECK 2

http://www.nationaldebtclocks.org/debtclock/southafrica
http://geology.com/sea-level-rise/


In South Africa, unemployment rate measures number of people actively looking

for a job as percentage of labour force. Expanded definition includes people

who have stopped looking for work (increased slightly to 36.4% from 36.3 %, in

2ND quarter of 2016.

RSA REALITY CHECK 3

http://www.tradingeconomics.com/south-africa/unemployment-rate

UNEMPLOYMENT

RATE…
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http://www.tradingeconomics.com/south-africa/unemployment-rate


PROVINCIAL PERSPECTIVE



PROVINCIAL PERSPECTIVE 1

PROVINCIAL 

STRATEGIC 

PLAN

Open 

opportunity 

Society for All

NATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

PLAN

MEDIUM TERM 

STRATEGIC 

FRAMEWORK 

2014-2019

PROVINCIAL 

SPATIAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

FRAMEWORK 

2014

ONE CAPE 

2040

Transition to a 

more inclusive 

and resilient 

economic 

future

BETTER 

TOGETHER

Whole of 

Society 

Approach

Western 

Cape

6.9 MILLION 

PEOPLE BY 

2030

SPACE-

ECONOMY

RESOURCES

SETTLEMENT
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WC POPULATION GROWTH & PROJECTIONS: 2011-2040
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District [Actual Growth]

% Growth

WCDM Saldanha Bay 

[48,449] 
1.38%

Swartland
[35,650] 
0.94%

Bergrivier 
[23,429] 
1.11%

CWDM Drakenstein

[85,650]
0.98% 

Stellenbosch 

[69,123]
1.23% 

Witzenberg
[38,876]
0.97%

ODM Overstrand

[38,440]
1.36% 

Theewaterskloof
[33,287]
0.92%

Swellendam
[9,390]
0.80%

EDM
[Note: Oudtshoorn

[-5538]

George 

[62,616] 
0.97%

Mosselbay
[33,605] 
1.11% 

Bitou

[26,256] 
1.49%

CKDM Beaufort West
[14,242]
0.87% 

Prince Albert
[3,509] 
0.82%

Laingsburg
[7]
0%

Highest Actual 

Growth outside 

CoCT:

 Drakenstein

 Stellenbosch

 George

Highest % Growth 

outside CoCT:

 Bitou

 Saldanha Bay

 Overstrand



CHANGE DETECTION: SPOT BUILDING COUNT
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PROVINCIAL PERSPECTIVE 2

SOCIO-ECONOMIC 

INDEX



PROVINCIAL PERSPECTIVE 3

YOUTH INDEX



PROVINCIAL POLICIES

WHAT DO THE PSDF & GPS SAY ABOUT BERGRIVIER?
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PSDF on Bergrivier
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PROVINCIAL SPATIAL 

DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

RESOURCES

SPACE-

ECONOMY

SETTLEMENT

Sustainable use of the

Western Cape’s spatial assets

Opening-up opportunities

in the Provincial space-

economy

Developing integrated and 

sustainable settlements
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GPS on BERGRIVIER
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GROWTH POTENTIAL STUDY

OF TOWNS

West Coast “Big Ideas”

 Alternative Energy Use

 Expansion of primary economic 
activities together with value add

 Tourism expansion

 Infrastructure development

 Business, marketing and skills 
development



REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE



REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE 1
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CHANGE IN POPULATION

WEST COAST DISTRICT

2006 - 2011



REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE 2
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GVA GROWTH CHANGE

WEST COAST DISTRICT

1996-2013



REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE 3

20Bergrivier Municipality: 4th Generation IDP Support

GVA GROWTH CHANGE:

AGRICULTURE

1996-2013



REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE 4
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YOUTH INDEXSOCIO-ECONOMIC INDEX



REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE 5
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AREAS OF CONCERN

Rising population & poor households

Households with no income

High unemployment rate and in-migration

Cost of housing

Informal dwellers

Teenage pregnancies

ART and TB patient loads

Lower immunisation coverage

Sustainability of service levels

Shortage of relevant and appropriate human resource

Water & other resources, including funding

Increasing cost/ unaffordability of basic services

Climate change & effect on agriculture



MUNICIPAL PERSPECTIVE



GENERAL
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…Spatial & Resource 

Inefficiencies have serious 

negative consequences for 

the environment, but also for 

government (particularly 

municipal) & household 

finances.

Municipalities battling to service 

their increasing debts

Increasing Municipal Funding Gap

R 24 billion additional capital 
required over 10 years with major 

funding shortfalls

Additional rates & tariff 

increases of up to 4% p.a.

Low income households having 

to pay up to 18% more for 
transport

33% average increase in CO2

emissions from transport

WC PSDF Municipal Financial Sustainability Specialist Study (2013) 

Increased costs to 

households 

contributing to 

poverty traps

MUNICIPAL PERSPECTIVE
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ALL PLANS MANIFEST IN MUNICIPAL SPACE
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• Local Government is where it all happens

• Whole of Society Approach

• Capable State / Active Citizenry

Integrated

Development

Plan

National

Govt

Local

Govt

Provincial

Govt
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BERGRIVIER MUNICIPAL CHANGE DETECTION
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CHANGE DETECTION: DENSITY
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BERGRIVIER GPS INDEX
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DEMOGRAPHICS



DEMOGRAPHICS Population

• Second smallest population in the West Coast District = 67 807 in 2017

• Estimated 73 234 by 2023 = 8% growth

• Male 49%  Female 51%

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



DEMOGRAPHICS Ward Population

• Relatively large & stable rural population (39,6% in 2011)
• Not much change in rural population in period 2001-2011
• Population growth slowed down from 2.6% in 2001-2011 to 1.7% p/a in period 2011 – 2016



DEMOGRAPHICS Race Groups
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DEMOGRAPHICS Households

• Second smallest population in the West Coast District = 67 807 in 2017

• Estimated 73 234 by 2023 = 8% growth

• Male 49%  Female 51%

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



DEMOGRAPHICS Households



DEMOGRAPHICS Households

37,052

46,325 44,741

61,897

67,474

8,887
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DEMOGRAPHICS Age Groups

• Decline in men in mid-20’s and later 40’s.

• Decline in women in late 30’s.

• What are the reasons for this?



DEMOGRAPHICS Language
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 BERGRIVIER POPULATION: LANGUAGES



RSA YOUTH: A VULNERABLE GROUP



YOUTH Population



YOUTH Population



YOUTH Migration



YOUTH Youth Headed Households



YOUTH Inactivity Rate



YOUTH Unemployed by age



YOUTH Unemployed : level of education



YOUTH Assault by gender group



YOUTH Assault by gender group



YOUTH Top causes of death



YOUTH Below Poverty line



EDUCATION



EDUCATION

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



EDUCATION

• DROP OUT RATE: 31,7% from Gr 10 in 2014 to Gr 12 in 2016

• Higher than drop-out rate for the District (29.2%)

• Bergrivier has the second lowest percentage of no-fee schools in the district, 

as research  indicates that learners often drop-out of school  due to lack of 

money.
Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



EDUCATION

• 65 % of schools in Bergrivier are registered with the Western Cape 

Department of Education as no-fee schools. 

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



EDUCATION

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



HEALTH



HEALTH

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



HEALTH

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government

• Mother-to-child transmission rate = 0%

• Below 1.4 % of District and Provincial rate



POVERTY



POVERTY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



POVERTY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



SERVICE DELIVERY



SERVICE DELIVERY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government





SERVICE DELIVERY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



SERVICE DELIVERY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



SERVICE DELIVERY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



SERVICE DELIVERY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



SAFETY & SECURITY



SAFETY & SECURITY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government

• The murder rate has remained static at 12 cases from 2015 to 2016 in Bergrivier.

• West Coast decreased by 3.6 per cent from 28 to 27 over the same period. 

• The murder rate in Bergrivier remains well below that of the District, which average 27 

cases per 100 000 people.



SAFETY & SECURITY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



SAFETY & SECURITY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



SAFETY & SECURITY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



SAFETY & SECURITY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



THE ECONOMY



THE ECONOMY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government
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THE ECONOMY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government

• Primary Sector

Agriculture
Forestry
Fishing

• Secondary Sector

Manufacturing
Construction
Whole sale 
Retail
Tourism

• Tertiary Sector

Commercial Services
Government



THE ECONOMY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government



TOTAL PLANNED INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT
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Total Planned Infrastructure Investment in the WC MTEF (2015/16 to 2017/18) per 

Local Municipality
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Per Capita Planned Infrastructure Investment in the WC MTEF (2015/16 to 2017/18) 

per Local Municipality
Per Capital 

infrastructure 

investment (selected 

sectors) in WCDM 

considered average 

with exception of 

Bergrivier

Absolute value of 

infrastructure 

investment (selected 

sectors) in WCDM 

show some align-

ment with GPS2013 -

High growth potential 

= high investment & 

low growth potential 

= lower investment

Source: DTPW



THE ECONOMY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government

 18.1% of GDPR (but falling)

 29% employment

 Vulnerable - climate change

 Drought…

 Dwindling marine resources

 Quota system

 -2.7% sector growth (2005 – 2013)



THE ECONOMY

Source: Draft Socio-economic profile for Bergrivier, WC Provincial Government

Potato yields and crops 2000 - 2014
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 Favourable climate year round

Outstanding natural beauty

Potential growth market?

Paradigm shift in public perception

THE ECONOMY



THE ENVIRONMENT





THE ENVIRONMENT Biodiversity





Helena Jacobs

Director: Development Planning, Intelligence 
Management and Research

021-4835167 021-4832708

Helena.Jacobs@westerncape.gov.za

Utilitas, I Dorp Street,, Cape Town

Thank you


